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Mm SPORTS 
While you 
were away 


LBSU’s men’s basketball 
didn't have much of a 
vacation. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


Texas — On the road facing No. 9 Texas, 
the Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team’s strong second half effort was un- 
done by “lazy” defense, according to 
senior Point Guard Mike Caffey. At one 
point leading 53-50 with under 13 min- 
utes to play, the Longhorns stormed back 
with a 19-3 run to pull away and eventu- 
ally win 78-68 at home. Caffey finished 
with a team-leading 23 points. 

St. Johns — Taking on its third consecu- 
tive ranked opponent in No. 20 St. Johns, 
the same second half issues continued to 
plague the 49ers. Leading 28-26 with over 
16 minutes to play, a combination of turn- 
overs and poor shooting doomed in the 
49ers in a 66-49 loss. Senior Guards Mike 
Caffey and Tyler Lamb each reached 
double figures in scoring with 13 and 10, 
respectively. 

Syracuse — Another big-name school, 
another blowout loss. However, unlike the 
previous two games, there was no second 
half lead to surrender. LBSU kept it close, 
at one point trailing just 51-48 with over 
minutes to play. An 11-2 Syracuse run fol- 
lowed, and the Orange would eventually 
win 85-67. There were signs of progress 
for the 49ers. Senior Forwards Eric McK- 
night and David Samuels reached double 
figures in scoring with 14 and 13, respec- 
tively. 

Louisville— A nightmare road trip comes 
to a merciless end with a 63-48 loss 
against the Cardinals. Sophomore Guard 
Branford Jones had 14 points to lead the 
team. Jones shot 4 of 8 from the field, in- 
cluding 2 of 3 from the beyond the arc and 
3 of 3 from the free throw line. 

Fresno Pacific — In their first home game 
in about a month, the 49ers snapped their 
six-game losing streak with an 81-46 win 
against Division II Fresno Pacific at the 
Walter Pyramid. Senior Forward David 
Samuels scored a career high 16 points 
while Sophomore Guard Branford Jones 
added 14 of his own in the victory. 

UC Irvine — It was back on the road for 
LBSU as it started Big West Conference 
play with an 88-82 comeback win at UC 
Irvine. The 49ers shot 50 percent from 
deep (12-24), with Senior Guards Mike 
Caffey (5-6) and McKay LaSalle (5-9) 
combining for 10 triples. 

UC Davis — Its second road conference 
game didn’t go as well as. the first for 
LBSU with a 73-67 overtime loss at UC 
Davis. Mike Caffey tied a career-high in 
points with 29 while David Samuels had a 
season-high 13 rebounds. UC Davis’ Co- 
rey Hawkins had a double-double with 28 
points and 10 rebounds to sink the 49ers. 
Cal Poly — Mike Caffey drove right and 
scored off the glass with 1.1 seconds left 
to give LBSU a 50-48 win over Cal and 
remain undefeated at home (5-0). Caffey 
again led the team in scoring with 14. Da- 
vid Samuels had another strong game on 
the glass, grabbing nine rebounds to go 
with his five points and two blocks. 
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Vote no on the USU fee increase 


15-pound ball falls with 

an echoing boom and 

rolls down the lane, fol- 

lowed by the hollow 

crash of the pins as they 
scatter. What better way to release a little 
academic stress than a bowling game be- 
tween classes at the University Student 
Union? 

According to a survey administered 
by the USU Board of Trustees and the 
Associated Students, Inc. Senate, 80 
percent of students are satisfied with the 
present condition of the USU. 

“As a transfer student, I didn’t take 
advantage of all the extra amenities that 
are offered to students,” recent California 
University, Long Beach graduate Chanel 
Weninger, 22, said. “But now that I am 
out of school, I wish I would have tried 
harder to be a part of a sport or club com- 
munity because I won’t have another 
opportunity do so. Though a commuter 
school, I think CSULB does a great job 
of offering many different clubs and dif- 
ferent interest groups.” 


ARIANA SAWYER 


Opinions Editor 


The many perks and activities that the 
USU offers are so impressive that Best 
College Values, a website designed to 
help students chose their ideal college, 
has just listed it amongst the top 30 stu- 
dent unions in the country. In fact, it was 
ranked fourth in the nation. 

“The University Student Union at Cal 
State University, Long Beach has plenty 
of options, whether you are looking for a 
bite to eat, a place for recreational sports, 
including swimming and bowling, or just 
want to hang out with friends to play vid- 
eo games or watch a movie,” according to 
the Best College Values website. 

In the article “30 Most Amazing Stu- 
dent Unions,” Best College Values said 
that it rated student unions according to 
their architecture, interior design, ameni- 
ties and traditions. 

Nonetheless, the USUBOT recom- 
mends that there be a $165 increase in the 
USU fee that all students pay during the fall 
and spring semesters, as well as an increase 
of $124 during the summer semester. 

That means a total of $344 per semes- 
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ter and $258 for the summer session in 
USU fees. 

The ASI website states that the fees 
will go toward “the construction, reno- 
vation, expansion, and operation of the 
University Student Union.” 

If students are already satisfied with 
their student union, and if the USU is 
ranked among the top in the nation for its 
excellence, why should students have to 
pay twice as much as they currently pay? 

With only a $50 increase in the fee, 
the ASI can continue to maintain the 
cleanliness and functionality of the USU, 
including seismic updates, while the stu- 
dents can save their money for the out- 
rageously expensive textbooks they are 
required to buy each semester. 

The student referendum to vote on this 
issue will be held online on Feb. 25 and 
26 for any student who wishes to par- 
ticipate. I encourage a stance against the 
fee increase, as the improvements to the 
USU seem unnecessary in light of stu- 
dent satisfaction and the national recog- 
nition it has received. 
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area 


The campus marked the end of the renovation 
project with an official ribbon-cutting ceremony. 


See CUTTING, Page 2 


Happy Hour calendar 


Bai Plu Thai Cuisine and 
Sushi Bar 

2119 North Bellflower Boulevard 
Every day, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

$2 large beers, cocktails, large 
sake ; 

Daily selected special rolls 


Barry's Beach Shack 

5374 E. 2nd street, Belmont 
Shore, CA 90803 
Everyday4p.m.to8p.m. _ 

4: off all drinks with purchase of 
food item 

Tues: $5.99 all you can eat sliders 
with purchase of drink 7 p.m. to 
close 


Gallaghers 
2751 East Broadway, Long 
Beach, CA 90803 

Weekdays 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

$3 domestic drafts, $4 premium, 
$8-10 pitchers 

Appetizers $2-S6 

Tues: 2 for 1 burgers 


KC Branaghan’s 

5734 East 2nd Street, Long 
Beach, CA 90803 

Weekdays 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

All beer and house wine $1 off 
All appetizers $2 off 

Tues: Buy the beer, keep 
signature glass, refills $1 off 
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Apply now for 


fall 2015 


Address wellness at 
a community level 
with an accredited 
Master of Public 
Health degree. 


BASTYRUNIVERSITY 


Learn more: 


Academic.Bastyr.edu 
425-602-3330 * Kenmore, WA. 


AN IMPRESSIVE RESUME STARTS 


WITH PROFESSORS 
WHO ALREADY HAVE ONE. 


© | AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 


PSYD AND MA DEGREES IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY CLINICAL ARGOSY.EDU/IMPRESSIVE 
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By Mapison D’OrRNELLAS 
Contributing Writer 


ith giant scissors in 
hand, University Presi- 
dent Jane Close-Conol- 
ey cut the ribbon in the 
courtyard of the newly renovated Lib- 
eral Arts buildings on Thursday, offi- 
cially re-opening them to the campus. 

The recently completed construction 
marks the first major renovation to the 
LA buildings since they were built in 
the 1950s. The departments of journal- 
ism, human development and interna- 
tional studies moved into the upgraded 
buildings during winter break, which 
came to an end on Tuesday. 

“It’s such a culmination for people 
who worked all these years to upgrade 
these buildings when there’s no state 
money,” Conoley said. “And they fig- 
ured out how to do it.” 

CSULB self-funded the $17.4 mil- 
lion project. 

“Our desire to work on this coincid- 
ed with the worst state budget situation 
in the history of higher education in 
California,” Executive Vice President 
David Dowell said during his speech 
at the ceremony. “I am really glad we 
were able to do what I think is the right 
thing for students.” 

Dowell also said in his speech that 
the new buildings are equipped with 
19 “smart” classrooms that come with 
projectors, desks with wheels for uti- 
lizing group work and floor-to-ceiling 
white boards on some walls. 

“It’s wonderful to reuse these exist- 
ing buildings and see them gain a new 
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life so they’ll be here for another fifty 
years,” said Mark Zakhour, the man- 
ager of construction services. 

Zakhour said planning for the up- 
graded buildings began in 2011 and 
construction started in February 2014. 
The new 28,000 square-foot space is 
earthquake safe. The new buildings 
resolved the seismic issues of the orig- 
inal structures. 

“We’ve moved out of some of the 
worst possible structural environ- 
ments into some of the best on cam- 
pus,” said David Wallace, the dean of 
language arts. “It’s a transformation 
in terms of the college’s ability to pro- 
vide first rate facilities for teaching 
our students.” 

Construction manager Lisa Salgado 
said the new courtyards could make 
students want to stay on campus. The 
outdated look of the old LA buildings 
is replaced by a sleek, modern design 
with large windows looking out to 
courtyards and café-style tables and 
benches on fresh lawns. 

“One of the things I think we are 
getting much smarter about is we de- 
veloped the outside spaces along with 
the inside spaces when we do these 
projects,” Dowell said. “All of the re- 
search shows that congregation spaces 
for students really make a difference.” 

Conoley said this was the first of 
many future renovations to the cam- 
pus. 

“Stay tuned because there’s go- 
ing to be a number of other improve- 
ments,” Conoley said. “It’s all aimed 
at improving the student and faculty 
experience here so that they feel the 
value we have for their learning and 
their work here.” 


Physical Therapy 


Earn your Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) degree in just 31 


months from Azusa Pacific University, and gain a solid, generalist 


perspective of patient care in a supportive Christian environment. 


Program Benefits 


= Prepares you for entry-level positions in orthopedics, neurology, 


cardiopulmonology, clinical electrophysiology, pediatrics, geriatrics, 


and sports medicine. 


Qualifies you for leadership positions in hospitals, private clinics, 


sports clinics, rehabilitation centers, pain clinics, government 


agencies, home and community health care programs, and 


research projects. 


« Enables you to join one of the fastest-growing sectors in health care. 


Apply today! 
Visit apu.edu/dpt/, email gpc@apu.edu, 
or call (626) 815-4570. 


UNIVERSITY 


in AZUSA PACIFIC 
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All that Jazz © 


KJazz says it opted 

to move to West 

L.A. in order to save 
money and streamline 
efficiency. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


The release of the decision to move the KJazz 
station off of its long-standing location on campus 
at California State University, Long Beach raised 
some concern at K Beach, a second radio station 
on campus. 

“I was a little bummed,” said Trey McEachin, 
the general manager of K Beach and a senior com- 
puter engineering major. “[This is] something 
that kind of impacted our relationship with KJazz 
happened without the student voice being heard 
at all,” 

Stephanie Levine, the station manager of 
K Jazz, said the station plans to move to the West- 
wood headquarters of Global Jazz, Inc., the op- 
erating company of KJazz, towards the end of 
spring semester. An official moving date has yet 
to be determined, Levine said. 

“Truthfully, it’s not the kind of thing we would 
be announcing necessarily to the public... because 
there’s nothing quite dramatic about the move,” 
Levine said. “It was put out there into the public 
by... some people who are involved with the cam- 
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pus and [K Beach].” 

At the end of Decem- 
ber, CSULB Foundation, 
the license holder of KJazz, 
voted on and approved the initiative for KJazz to 
move. 

Danny Lemos, a KBeach faculty media ad- 
viser, said that Kbeach did not find out about the 
initiative until about a week and a half before the 
vote took place. He said that some concern did 
arise due to the timing of the vote. 

“We were concerned about what it might mean, 
whether our contract with the foundation was in 
any way jeopardized,” Lemos said. “At first we 
thought it meant something — that it had a bigger 
implication to our equipment and our access to 
the HD3 channel.” 

He said that once the foundation had assured 


’ Kbeach that the contract would be held until its 


renewal date in 2017, he was in support of KJazz’s 
move. 

“Our initial response was kind of that we were 
losing something, but then we realized nothing 
that we have right now will be lost in the transi- 
tion except it will be a longer commute to KJazz 
if you want to go into the radio station,” Lemos 
said. 

Levine said that KJazz intends to maintain 
its standing student internship program with 
CSULB. She said the move to Westwood would 
benefit student interns, as they would have access 
to a full staff and a fully functioning office. 

“We’re still very much a part of the commu- 
nity here at Cal State Long Beach, [and] where we 
physically broadcast from doesnit change that,” 
Levine said. 

Lemos said conversation about where to house 
K Jazz on campus has been on the table since Glob- 
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al Jazz, Inc. 
took on operations in 2007. 
He said the recent decision to 
move was a result of these early 
concerns of location. 

Lemos said KJazz offered to 
move production to Westwood to 
save both the station and the univer- 
sity money. 

“That’s kind of how it was — a busi- 


ness deal,” Lemos said. 4 


McEachin said K Jazz is an asset to 
the university that is often pushed to 
the side. He said KJazz’s internships 
are not utilized to their full potential 
because K Jazz does not set up a dia- 
logue between Associated Students, 

Inc. or the journalism or broadcast- 
ing departments when filling the 
positions. 

“...We have this professional tool for 
development that’s on campus that isn’t 
really being used for the students’ ben- 
efit,’ McEachin said. “It’s being used for 
other reasons.” 

McEachin said he wants to see more open dia- 
logue between the student body and K Jazz. In re- 
gards to the move, he said he felt that if students 
had a say, they could have found ways to save the 
station money without it having to move to Los 
Angeles. 

“T just want to make it apparent to certain in- 
dividuals that, to the students, [the move is] not 
necessarily a disservice, but we would have ap- 
preciated the conversation to occur with our in- 
put,” McEachin said. 
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MAPQUEST 
The distance trom California State 
University, Long Beach to the new 
KJazz location is approximately 
30 miles. It is a 40 minute drive 
from campus. 


For more visit beachpride.com or call 562-985-2535 


DIVERSIONS 


DiversionD49er@gmail.com 


Grabbing life by the handlebars 


The Art Theater of Long Beach held a charity benefit, and all proceeds went toward cancer research. 


By Brooke BECHER 
Diversions Editor 


The cycling film “Breaking Away” 

premiered in 1979, but it lit its way 

_ back onto the marquee on Thursday 
at the Art Theater of Long Beach. 

The retro-rerun was a fundrais- 
er with all proceeds going toward 
ThinkCure! and The Life Ride, which 
benefit cancer research at Children’s 
Hospital Los Angeles and City of 
Hope. 

“I came across a bicycle magazine 
with an advertisement,” said Cliff 
Ratkovich, organizer and team cap- 
tain of five-man peloton called the 
Men of Steel. “It’s a two-day event 
where we’re all going to ride 135 


miles and climb 8,000 feet.” 

The. Life Ride takes place in 
March; riders peddle through vine- 
yards and on country roads along 
the Pacific Ocean in Solvang and the 
Santa Ynez Valley just north of Santa 
Barbara. Ratkovich said that Lance 
Armstrong would train on the same 
trail for the Tour de France. 

“To put that into perspective, col- 
lectively between us riders we will 
ride the equivalent of two Mount 
Everests in only two days,” said Rat- 
kovich. “It’s going to be fun.” 

The actual ride will mark a year 
since Ratkovich was diagnosed with 
bladder cancer. 

“It caught me totally by surprise,” 
Ratkovich said. “I spent all of last 
year in surgery and chemo and came 
out the back end just fine. So, to me, 


this has special importance.” 

As a group, Ratkovich said that 
they hope to raise $25,000 altogether. 

“T wanted, for one, to ride on the 
ride to celebrate, and then two, to ride 
for a cause, to raise money for cancer 
research,” Ratkovich said. 

Jan van Disj, owner of the Art The- 
ater of Long Beach, will take part in 
The Life Ride alongside Ratkovich. 
The revamped, art-deco playhouse 
is ran by Van Disj as a non-profit in 
addition to being recognized as an in- 
dependent movie house and a staple 
of Long Beach’s East Village Art 
District. 

“As a non-profit organization, you 
receive donations from all over,” said 
Van Disj. “There’s an inherent sense 
to give back.” 

Van Disj said that he utilizes the 


theater for fundraising three to five 
times a month for an array of causes. 

Being a regular cyclist, he said 
that he is excited for the ride and 
can’t wait to honor his tight-knit 
community with exceptional re- 
gards to friends who have been hit 
with the big C. 

“There’s a group of us guys here 
who are cyclists and cancer has 
touched the lives of many of us this 
last year,” Van Disj said. “It’s going 
to be great to give back as well as ride 
alongside some of them while doing 
that.” 

Below the vibrant marquee, the 
front patio filled with friends of the 
cyclists as well as members of the 
community and supporters of the 
cause, duking it out in silent auc- 
tions and dropping red tickets in 
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CSULB is committed to creating a sustainable compus. 
Do your part by choosing environmentally friendly 
transportation thot aiso saves you money. 


©} Free Bus Rides Ride free on Long Beach Transit. 
Visit the cashier’s window tc pick up your free U-PASS TAP card. 


© Free Campus Shuttles visit www.csulbshuttle.com for real-time a 


© Bicycling Free bike clinics at the SRWC and Traffic Skills 101 for ee 


4) Carpool Bring your carpool partner and your parking permit to the parking Mee 
for a carpool sticker. Find a carpool partner at www. zimride.com/csulb. 


© Car Share Reserve a car on campus by the hour or by the day. 
Gas and insurance are included. www.2ipcar.com/csulb 


For additional transportation information download the CHLAB 


www.csulb.edu/parking 


562.985.4091 
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buckets for the raffle. Prizes includ- 
ed a Laguna Beach surf bungalow 
daycation, four VIP tickets to the 
Ellen show and a shiny new street 
bike, suiting the occasion and sev- 
eral double-takes. 

Also, some arrived just to see the 
movie. 

“When I was the age of the main 
character I was trying to be just like 
him,” said Michael Marshall from 
Long Beach, now in his mid-20s. “I 
ride everyday now. It inspired a lot 


of people to start riding their bikes.” 


This was the Men of Steel’s first 
charity event since signing up for The 
Life Ride in Nov. 

“Cycling spoke to our hearts. Can- 
cer research spoke to our hearts,” 
Ratkovich said. “So we just started 
connecting all of those dots.” 
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Biopic triggers truth 


Chris Kyle’s story 
awakens a sobering 
perspective on 
patriotism. 


KKK KK 


Director: Clint Eeastwood 
Starring: Bradley Cooper, 
Sienna Miller 


Run Time: 132 minutes 
Rating: R 


By Brooke BECHER 
Diversions Editor 


Clint Eastwood’s latest take to the 
box-office paints a war story of a dif- 
ferent color. 

American Sniper is a biopic of the 
late “Legend” Chris Kyle, a United 


States Navy SEAL proclaimed to be 
the most lethal sniper recorded in his- 
tory, played by Bradley Cooper. He is 
torn between serving his country, his 
comrades and his family. 

Like most of Eastwood’s directo- 
rial work, the film unfolds in one 
straight shot after the next. It’s clean- 
cut, primitively executed work. 

What Eastwood and Cooper bril- 
liantly accomplish is introducing 
their audience to a new conversation 
about patriotism. 

Kyle fits the archetype of the sol- 
dier with a conscience; he’s more hu- 
man than machine as opposed 
to the meat-hungry, rack-up- 
kills, kind of jarhead. 

He holds no pride in his re- 
cord-breaking headcount. He is glori- 
fied by his comrades, but he doesn’t see 
where glory fits in a time of war. 

For once, we see a soldier who 
doesn’t simply succumb to his sur- 
roundings simply because that’s what 
he needs to do to survive. Instead, 
Kyle’s coping mechanism is compo- 
sure—until he returns home. 

He meets Taya Renae, played by Si- 
enna Miller, ata bar, and they marry. 
She takes on an interesting role that 
draws us in at first, but eventually, she 
seems to disappear. 


Eastwood attempts to withhold us 
from the time Kyle spends at home 
in order to portray the void that is his 
family life. 

To the detriment of the film, the 
audience loses out on a lot of the emo- 
tional investment filmmakers dabble 
with to cement meaning. 

Sure, Kyle was supposed to be 
hopelessly out of touch with his 
home-life, but instead of feeling like 
he Spent four years at home, the film 
makes it seem as if he only enjoyed a 
few weekends postwar. 


If there’s one thing Eastwood is 
trying to depict, it’s that alive or dead, 
every soldier is a casualty of war. 

Post-traumatic stress disorder is al- 
most a character itself in the movie. Help- 
ing others after being discharged was 
Kyle’s only way of helping himself—a 
common side-effect of human nature. 

Eastwood’s cinematic portrayal of 
the man who was Chris Kyle, rather 
than the hero who was Chris Kyle, 
quintessentially saved this movie 
from being tastelessly candy-coated. 

He is not trying to show you the 


eee 


biggest explosions, the most extreme 
war tragedy or play into tropes of the 
heavy-artillery “badass,” a cult icon 
made out of carnage. 

By no means does the film give off 
the essence that Eastwood is high- 
fiving the statue of liberty and waving 
the American flag in a pick-up truck. 
Instead the audience is left with the 
somber reality of PTSD, a corrupt, 
never-ending war and the hard truth 
that there might actually be more 
happening beyond our insignificant 
bubble of a people fixated on screens. 
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People who buy humane meat are kidding themselves 


At dinner with a friend the other 
night, it became glaringly obvious to 
me how ubiquitous the “humane meat” 
movement is becoming in our food 
culture. As we perused the menu at a 
quaint, locally owned Italian restau- 
rant, we were struck by the prominently 
placed reassurances that the chicken 
was “free-range” and “all-natural.” 
Our server was well versed in “humane 
meat” vernacular, rattling off phrases 
such as “small, sustainable farms” with 
the same quick recall with which she 
could recite chardonnays. 

The growing demand for meat la- 
beled “organic” and even “humane” 
and raised “according to the highest 
animal-welfare standards” is a response 
to our collective distaste for the factory 
farming of animals. People are disgust- 
ed, and rightly so, by the intense con- 
finement, deprivation and mutilation 
that animals endure, followed by what 


is often a violent and painful slaughter. 

But when author, historian and Tex- 
as State University professor James 
MeWilliams took a closer look at the 
claims of “humane meat” and the farms 
that supply it, he found that behind the 
“agrarian myth, bucolic marketing, me- 
dia hype, and self-interested rational- 
izations” are more torment and abuse of 
animals. In his new book, “The Mod- 
ern Savage: Our Unthinking Decision 
to Eat Animals,” McWilliams exposes 
the pervasive cruelty even on so-called 
“humane” farms and examines the 
hypocrisy of claiming to care about 
animal welfare while still “supporting 
the very products that allow agribusi- 
ness not only to stay in business, but to 
thrive.” And he convincingly presents 
the only real solution to the problem of 
industrial animal agriculture: We must 
stop eating animals. 


Simply removing animals from 


What a musical world 


The Decemberists return with their first album in four years. 


the industrial setting usually doesn’t 
change people’s view or treatment of 
them. Even on so-called “humane” 
farms, animals are still commodities 
to be processed and turned into prof- 
it. McWilliams writes about a dairy 
farmer who names each of his cows but 
still slaughters them when their milk 
production starts to wane. Farmers of 
grass-fed cattle heartlessly tear calves 
away from their loving mothers and 
sell them to industrial farms for “cash 
flow.” Pigs have septum rings clipped to 
their snouts to stop them from rooting. 
A sow has each of her babies wrenched 
away and sold, “squealing and shriek- 
ing,” and the males are castrated with- 
out painkillers. Chickens __ heavily 
medicated and denied veterinary care 
_ die of disease, extreme weather and 
attacks by other animals. 

As PETA noted in a complaint filed 
last November with the Federal Trade 


Commission, even deliberate abuse of 
animals, including kicking and throw- 
ing them, does not necessarily cause a 
company to fai! the “humane” certifica- 
tion process. 

And the idea of “humane” farming 
is built on a glaring, inescapable para- 
dox: The animal is killed, but death is 
never mentioned. It’s what McWilliams 
calls a clever “sleight of hand” trick 
that allows “humane meat” purveyors 
to convince consumers that because 
the animals may have had one or two 
small improvements to their living con- 
ditions compared to conditions in fac- 
tory farming, their deaths are somehow 
immaterial. 

Most “humanely raised” animals are 
killed in the same slaughterhouses used 
by factory farms. McWilliams quotes a 
farmer who talks about a “kind,” “gen- 
tle” pig: “I will never forget the way 
she looked back at me as she walked 


through the slaughter chute.” A goat 
farmer laments, “To watch a sentient 
being gasp for air and to look into his 
eyes filled with fear and to see the 
blood coming from his neck? It’s the 
most heart-wrenching, awful thing.” 
A self-proclaimed “humane farmer” 
admits that “out of the corner of your 
eye, in the blurry periphery of your vi- 
sion, something dark, and something 
evil lurks: It is the truth: meat is indeed 
murder.” 

We are of course outraged by indus- 
trial animal agriculture. But the appro- 
priate response isn’t the rhetoric of “hu- 
mane meat.” We can do better. We can 
show genuine compassion to animals 
and let them have the only thing they 
would ask for: simply to live in peace. 


— Michelle Kretzer, 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Radio Producer 


Complicated story lines and 
high concepts were becoming 
standard for The Decemberists. 
Their latest release is straight- 
forward, but still manages to be 
elaborate. 

“What a Terrible World, What 
a Beautiful World” is the indie- 
folk-rock band’s seventh album; 
overtime the band has aged and 
changed — in this case, their shift 
in music moves in a more potent 
direction. 

On the first track of the album 
“The Singer Addresses his Audi- 
ence,” lead singer Colin Meloy 
does exactly what the title sug- 
gests. 

The band is so self-aware of 
how much they changed that this 
album begins with an apology. 
Hopefully fans will understand. 

Meloy wails, “We know you 


grew your arms around us / and 
the hopes we wouldn’t change / 
But we had to change / Some.” 

The nods to some of the things 
they are asking forgiveness for are 
actually quite funny. 

If you have cut your hair in a 
style replicating the band’s drum- 
mer John Moen, or are mad that 
you heard the band’s music on an 
Axe commercial — Meloy really 
feels bad about that. 

Of course, the apology may 
come off as sarcastic, but Meloy’s 
voice is sincere. Take it or leave it, 
it’s a bold gesture to begin the al- 
bum with such a statement. 

Their previous two albums 
were made with unifying themes 


and concepts in mind. “Hazards of 


Love” from 2009 was a rock op- 
era, and for “The King is-Dead,” 
released in 2011, the band em- 
ployed Americana tunes. 

Four years later and the group 
has decided to leave the gimmicks 
in the past by making an album 
with songs in the same genre, 
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which still offer a variety of folk 
elements. 

Because there is no consistency 
in topic, each song can stand alone. 
Tracks don’t feel like missing piec- 
es when heard independently like 
some tracks did before in previous 
releases. 

However, the album is almost 
an hour long. It’s easy to dismiss 
some of the songs or grant them 
the merit they might deserve sim- 
ply because the album could have 
been condensed. 

“Easy Come, Easy Go,” is an 
ode to the life of Limber Jack 
who faces an unfortunate, sudden 
death. : : 

The way the song is sonically 
composed seems like perhaps 
Limber Jack was some sort of cow- 
boy. The lyrics are vague on the 
character, but this song belongs in 
a western soundtrack as it gallops 
along. 

Other tracks also work on vari- 
ous levels of wit. They are never 
explicit in the meaning and leave 
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much up to interpretation. 

“Philomena” sounds like a 
sweet love song, but under further 
inspection is riddled with sexual 
innuendo. 

Lyrics like, “All I ever wanted 
in the world was just to live to see a 
naked girl / But I found I’ve quick- 
ly bored / wanted more,” explicitly 
explore some of Meloy’s perver- 
sions that are otherwise hidden 
throughout the track. 

There is a balance in the album 
attributing many life experiences. 

Harmonica heavy “12/17/12” 
was inspired by the Newtown 
shootings. It’s a sad and som- 
ber song filled with helplessness. 
When the name of the album is 
used as a lyric, “What a terrible 
world / what a beautiful world,” 
the words are simply chilling. 

The band knows the change 
was inevitable. While this is not 
a concept album, it’s still an al- 
bum about life itself, which can be 
full of unexpected surprises and 
changes. 
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Ma MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Seniors lead the way in victory for The Beach 


Solid all-around 
performances by 
LBSU’s seniors 
helped the 49ers 
remain undefeated 
at home. 


By Oscar TERRONES 
Sports Editor 


Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team continued its home dominance 
with a 69-53 win over UC Santa Bar- 
bara on Saturday in front of a sellout 
crowd in the Walter Pyramid. 

“In a lot of ways, we played as good 
as we have all year,’ head coach Dan 
Monson said. “The key is to build on 
that and to play better next Saturday. I 
challenged them a lot about rebound- 
ing. I really thought that emphasis was 
good.” 

The 49ers (9-11, 3-1) played a near 
perfect all-around game against: UCSB 
(8-9, 1-2), starting with one of their best 
first halves of the season. The Beach led 
35-21 at the half; seniors Mike Caffey, 
David Samuels and Tyler Lamb were 
the catalysts behind the lead. 

Two days after his game-winner 
against Cal Poly, Caffey had 13 of his 
game-leading 22 points in the first 
half, all coming via~a variety of*cre- 
ative shots. Whether it was a fade away 
baseline jumper or straight away triple, 
Caffey was able to get whatever he 
wanted through most of the game. 

The 49ers had one of their best de- 
fensive performances, holding Santa 
Barbara to just 15 percent shooting 
from the field in the first half and 25 
percent for the game. 

“Coach said that every Thursday, 
our next game Saturday we haven’t 
won two games in a row,” senior for- 
ward David Samuels said. “So that kind 
of motivated us. He said we need to re- 
ally focus on winning two games in a 
row, especially Thursday at home and 
Saturday at home. WE just focused on 
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Long Beach State guard Mike Caffey goes up for a shot against Cal Poly in the first half in the Walter Pyramid on Jan. 15. Caffey scored 14 
points for The Beach including the game winning shot to win 50-48. 


finishing the game.” 

Samuels and senior guard Tyler 
Lamb played major roles in the win, 
both on offense and defense. Samu- 
els had another double-double with 15 
points and 10 rebounds. Lamb didn’t 
shoot well, going just three of 10, but 
he was active defensively and knocked 
down two triples in the second half. 

“T’m really proud of Tyler Lamb,” 
Monson said. “He struggled offensive- 
ly, but what great players do is they find 


different ways to help the team. He had 
a really good weekend defensively and 
rebounding the ball. He got a little flow 
finally.” 

One of the main points of emphasis 
from Monson was containing Santa Bar- 
bara’s senior forward Alan Williams, the 
reigning Big West Conference Player of 
the Year. Williams struggled in the first 
half, scoring just four points while going 
0 of eight from the field. 

“We tried to throw a lot defenders at 


him,” Samuels said. “He struggles with 
length, so a lot of walling up, hands 
straight up,.showing the ref that we’re 
just playing clean defense on him. Just 
outwork him.” 

Williams finished with 17 points, 
going five of 14 from the field and 
grabbing nine rebounds. Monson said 
he was satisfied with how his players 
guarded him. 

“The biggest thing with Al is he’s 
got such good timing,” Monson said. 


“on offensive rebounds. We had three 
guys share in it. At halftime, Dave 
[Samuels] had two fouls guarding 
him, Eric [McKnight] had two fouls 
guarding him. We were the aggressor. 
Today | thought we did a good job of 
dictating the shots at both ends of the 
court.” 

The 49ers will have a week between 
games when they travel to Cal State 
Northridge to play the Matadors next 
Saturday at 7 p.m. 


CARTOONISTS 
WANTED! 


Join the Daily 49er and see 
your work here! 
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EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.)*A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insurance. 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 


a) 


$99 SPECIAL 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
OR 


EYE EXAM + 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 
10% OFF CONTACT LENSES 


Programs Offered By: 
California State University Long Beach 

Continuing and Professional Education 
562-985-5561 « www.ccpe.csulb.edu 


TEST PREPARATION WORKSHOPS 


As educators, we know that great teachers make for 
great classes so our philosophy has always been to use 

fully credentialed teachers with advanced or specialized 
degrees and years of classroom experience. This is the basis 


for our high quality programs at affordable prices. 


$260-$450 (Materials Included) 
REPEAT FOR FREE 


BTPS TESTING 
800-426-2769 « www.btpstesting.com 
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